2011 Sudler Shield Presentation
Homestead Spartan Alliance Band
Monday, May 21, 2012


Emcee:

Ladies and Gentlemen, welcome to Homestead’s Fine Arts Awards Program. This evening is an opportunity for us to recognize the abilities of our student musicians and guard members. This year, we are honored to begin the evening’s celebrations with a very special presentation.  We are proud to have with us, Professor Dale Warren, Director of Concert Bands at the University of Arkansas.  Professor Warren is the chairman of the John Philip Sousa Foundation’s Sudler Shield Award Committee.  He is a John Philip Sousa Foundation Board member and is a Past-President of the Southeastern Conference Band Directors’ Association.  Ladies and gentlemen, Professor Dale Warren.


[image: ]Professor Warren:

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is indeed a great pleasure for me to be here with you tonight on this milestone occasion for the Homestead Band program. Throughout the various marching band venues, the Spartan Alliance Band has earned the reputation as one of the premier High School Marching Bands in America.  

The Homestead Spartan Alliance Marching Band has been honored to participate in many prestigious events: 
· The Homestead Spartan Alliance Band has won the Indiana State Class A Marching Band Championship five times in the past 25-years, including this year, 2011.  
· The band is a seven time state runner-up.  
· The marching band has won 20 district championships, 14 regional championships and one semi-state championship.  (Semi-state has only been in existence for four years.)    
· The band has qualified for State Finals 25-years in a row. 
· The Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Orchestra and Jazz Ensemble have consistently earned gold ratings for superior performance and sight-reading at ISSMA (Indiana State School Music Association).  
· The Indiana State School Music Association has presented the All-Music Award to the Homestead Band five times, including this school year, 2011-2012. 


The band has made four trips to perform at the Fiesta Bowl in Phoenix, Arizona.  In 2000, the band was named the Grand Master Champion at the Fiesta Bowl National Band Championship.  In 2003, the Spartan Alliance Band marched in the 114th Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California.  While in California, the band also performed at Disneyland’s Magic Kingdom.  They have performed several times at Disney World in Florida, including Epcot Center and the Main Street Electrical Parade at the Magic Kingdom.  In addition, the band has performed in Oahu, Hawaii at the state capital building, Punch Bowl National Cemetery, and the USS Bowfin at Pearl Harbor.  The Homestead Spartan Alliance Band has also had the honor of performing twice during halftime at Indianapolis Colts football games.

The Band Directors, Steve Barber and Brad Wadkins, have created an incredible atmosphere for artistic learning, high achievement both academically & musically, and developing leadership excellence. The Homestead High School Marching Band does not exist solely because of its dedicated high school directors, but rather from a team effort. A great deal of credit goes to the band staff, middle school directors, private instructors, and the school administrators. 

At this time, I would like to introduce the Middle School Band Directors: 
· Mrs. Susan Jehl from Summit Middle School. 
· Mr. Tony Strebig from Woodside Middle School.  

[image: ]Quoting Mr. Barber: “The tradition of excellence at Homestead begins with the very fine band programs at Woodside and Summit Middle Schools. We are lucky to have terrific music educators at both schools.  They provide outstanding musical experiences to all of their students.”   Thank you both.




The attention to detail and the level of excellence exhibited by the band members would not be possible without the efforts of a talented and dedicated staff. I would like to introduce the staff members of the Homestead Band:
· [image: ]Kent Klee  
· Mike Hardiek 
· Shannon Hardiek 
· Jonathan Meader 
· Nancy Barber
· David Veda 
· John Turner
· Mike Beights 
· Jim Beights 
· Jon Bay
· LC Yarnelle 
· Geoff Goelz 
· Amanda Langan 
· Stephanie Reimer
· Alina Windell 
· Ed Renz 
· Marc Filler
· Mike Matter 
· Anne Hall
· Laura Tomlinson
· Steven Uhey 

Thank you all.


I would like to introduce the Homestead High School Principal:  Mr. Rick Smith.
Mr. Barber says of Mr. Smith: “Prior to working in administration, Mr. Smith was an outstanding band director at Wayne High School.  He has a love for music, the arts, and the Homestead High School Spartan Alliance Band. Mr. Smith attends many of the band’s performances.  Mr. Smith had three children in the band program.  We appreciate his support.”  I am also pleased to introduce Jennifer Bay, Assistant Principal at Homestead.  Prior to becoming an assistant principal, Jennifer was a woodwind instructor for the band.  I would also like to introduce Dianne Moake, Assistant Principal at Homestead.  Dianne has been a long time follower of the Spartan Alliance Band.  She also had a daughter that was a member of the band.  Thank you for your support.  

[image: ]Also present this evening is Dr. Steve Yager, the Superintendent of Southwest Allen County School District.  Mr. Philip Downs, the Assistant Superintendent of Southwest Allen County School District.  Both gentlemen have supported the students, parents, staff, and directors of the Spartan Alliance Band to help make it one of the finest band programs in the United States.

Please join me in welcoming your school board members who are with us this evening. John Blum.  Mark Gilpin.  Holly Glick. Tim Loomis.  Mr. Blum and Mr. Gilpin each have had two children that were members of the Homestead Band.  Mr. Bloom, Mr. Gilpin, Ms. Glick and Mr. Loomis are all strong supporters of the fine arts and the Spartan Alliance Band.
  
[image: ]I am honored to introduce State Representative Kathy Heuer and State Senator David Long. We appreciate them taking time out of their busy schedules to recognize the accomplishments of the Homestead Spartan Alliance Band.


Now, let me introduce the 2011 Homestead Band Managers:  Mrs. Becca Blevins and Mrs. Kimberly Brown.   Of the band managers, Mr. Barber says: “The support provided to our band by our parent group is extremely important.  Mrs. Blevins and Mrs. Brown are the backbone of our parent’s group.  They are loved by all of our band students!  We cannot thank them enough for their commitment to the Spartan Alliance Band.  Their hours of dedication, support, and hard work are incredible.”  

At this time, I would like to invite all parents, guardians and family members of the Homestead Spartan Alliance band members to please stand and allow us to thank you for your support, service and sacrifices.

And finally, the reason we are all here this evening…. the wonderful students who are the Homestead Spartan Alliance Band.

Again, quoting your director: “We are proud of the amazing achievements of the students of the Spartan Alliance Band. They represent this band program, our school, and our community with pride and dignity.  They stand for what is best about young people today.”

I would ask that all Homestead band members, both past and present please stand so that we may honor you with the ovation that you so richly deserve!

The John Philip Sousa Foundation is the proud sponsor of the Sudler Shield Award.  This International Award is presented each year to outstanding high school marching bands that have demonstrated the highest standards of musical performance, marching technique and visual excellence over a period of years. The Shield committee meets each December in Chicago at the Midwest Band & Orchestra Clinic. The 17-member committee consists of mostly university band directors and also some outstanding high school band directors (all former winners of the Shield, I might add). The membership hails from all parts of the United States and Canada. 

This past December, the Sudler Shield committee reviewed and adjudicated video performances and other submitted supporting materials of high school marching bands from throughout the United States and Internationally. 

Only three bands were judged as worthy recipients of the award in the 2011 competition:
· Mason High School Band from Mason, Ohio
· Sultanah Asma High School Band from Alor Setar, Kedah, Malayasia
· And of course, The Homestead Spartan Alliance Band from Fort Wayne, Indiana!

I would now like to call Mr. Barber and Mr. Wadkins to the podium. 

Tonight, it is my great pleasure to present this prestigious International Honor to Mr. Barber, Mr. Wadkins, their staff, and to the members of the Homestead Spartan Alliance Band!
*PRESENT SCHOOL AWARD / THEN DIRECTOR PLAQUES
[image: ]
Mr. Barber and Mr. Wadkins will present certificates from the John Philip Sousa Foundation to the students later tonight.
[image: ]
Thank you, congratulations and good evening!  
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